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Newman Parish Peace and Justice Small Group Meeting 
August 4, 2021 

Present: Lou Hoeschen, Betty Hurst, Donna Raleigh, Ken Ripp, Connie Russell, JoAnn Vruwink 
Leader: Betty Hurst  Recorder:  Connie Russell 
 
1. Betty called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. in the conference room of The Goat Coffee House. 

This was our first in-person meeting in many months. 
2. Everyone introduced themselves to JoAnn.  The group shared with JoAnn the history of our Peace and 

Justice small group/committee and its mission. 
3. Opening Prayer: “Christ’s Peace” – lyrics from the closing song sung during the past weekend’s liturgies. 
 
4. Prayer Requests 

Donna – for Laurie’s aunt and her family; for the repose of her aunt’s soul; also, prayers for her brother-
in-law who has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma and for all those preparing to go back to 
school this fall. 
Ken – for those now facing evictions and for us all to become aware of how we can help them;  

Also, prayers for Sue and her family after the death of their father. 
JoAnn V. – for her neighbor with lung cancer and their family, that she will be comfortable until she is 
called. 
Lou – a prayer of thanksgiving for Kathy Pinter and her recovery from heart surgery; prayer of 
thanksgiving for a successful knee replacement surgery; prayers for a single Mom, as her children move to 
foster homes. 
Betty – for friends who have been dealing with extended medical problems, that they have the support 
they need. 
Connie – for public health professionals as they continue the evolving challenges of fighting a pandemic. 
Kathie – for strength and patience with each other as we are going through this shut down – open up 
time. (per telephone conversation) 
JoAnn A. – for more available help for those struggling with mental illness. (per e-mail) 

 
5. Faith Formation Planning 

JoAnn Vruwink, the new Director of Faith Formation, introduced herself and shared her personal history 
and association with Newman.  Going forward into an uncertain pandemic landscape, youth classes and 
activities focusing on the Works of Mercy may still have to be limited because of safety protocol 
limitations.  Children in these age groups are not yet eligible for vaccines.  The plan is to have in-person 
classes, but with smaller class sizes to allow for physical distancing.  There are teachers for most grades.  
The group discussed possible service opportunities for students, plans for the speaker series, a Lenten 
retreat, and small groups.  As always, the Peace and Justice group is ready to assist with the speaker 
series.  It was suggested that a social justice theme might be explored for this year.  To further her 
training for this new role, JoAnn will be attending a two-year lay formation institute.  The group 
encouraged JoAnn to join our monthly meetings whenever she can. 

 
6. Minutes – The minutes of the June 2, 2021, meeting were accepted as distributed. (No meeting in July.) 
 
7. Parish Community Outreach Opportunities Flyer 
 Donna reported that the flyer has been updated and is ready to be sent out. 
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8. Announcements 
a. Presentation by Father John Heagle:  Mystics and Prophets: Reclaiming the Heart of Christianity.  

September 24-25; Friday, 7 p.m. – Saturday 4 p.m. $95; Registration deadline: September 23 through 
the Franciscan Spirituality Center.  www.FSCenter.org.  The program will be held via Zoom 
teleconferencing. 

b. Breaking Barriers, Building Bridges – Toward One Wisconsin, a conference on equity, diversity and 
inclusion.  October 12-13.  Join a growing and powerful network that reaches across sectors to every 
corner of Wisconsin to focus on individual, organizational, and policy level changes to advance social, 
economic and health equity in Wisconsin.  Kathie Schneider will be a presenter at one of the sessions!   
Register at the website.   

c. Kathie later reported that IM church has regretfully decided to not open up yet, but will continue monthly 

offerings by mail and Facebook video.  Our team is in charge of December.  Contact Kathie if you are 
interested in helping or contributing to this inter-faith program. 

d. Literacy Chippewa Valley – The Scrabble Bee will be held September 30.  Please bring your donations 
to our September 1 Peace and Justice meeting. 

 
9. Book Discussion – Parable of the Sower, by Octavia E. Butler 

Question:  How does Earthseed’s heaven compare with yours?  Earthseed’s heaven is to take root among 
the stars and not be buried useless in the ground.  For us, Heaven can be a place to settle and be at peace. 
Some take-aways: 

• Lauren’s view of God:  God is Change.  Is God always changing.  Can we change or shape God?   
Our view of God changes as we experience life and move toward the true God.  In human history, 
humans change in how we understand how God works. 

• Kindness is necessary to avoid total dysfunction in a society. 

• Butler was prescient in using fires and climate change as a setting as well as other events that have 
striking connections to what is happening today in our world. 

• A strong woman was a central character in the story.   

• Butler emphasized the need for inclusivity in gathering people together and building a community 
of trust. 

• A young person is presented as the ethical, moral leader among us.  This is a common theme in 
literature – a young person as more mature than adults and as a source of wisdom. 

• But, is she a savior or a manipulator?  Butler’s sequel, Parable of the Talents, expands on Lauren’s 
journey from the perspective of her daughter. 

• Was Lauren’s hyper-empathy a gift or a burden?  There may be some among us who also 
experience this gift/burden. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 a.m. 
   
10. Next meeting – Wednesday, September 1, 2021; 8 a.m.  

a) Roles:  Leader:  Donna; Recorder:  Laurie 
b) Agenda: 

a. Discuss 1st 50 pages of “What Happened to You? Conversations in Trauma, Resilience and 
Healing by Bruce Perry and Oprah Winfrey (April 2021) 

c) To Dos: 
Read pages 1 – 50 of “What Happened to You?” – All 
Bring Scrabble Bee donations.  Connie will collect them for Kathie who will not be able to attend. 

http://www.fscenter.org/
https://inclusivity-wi.org/

