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Newman Parish Peace and Justice Small Group Meeting 
September 1, 2021 

Present: Jo Ann Adams, Laurie Hittman, John and Kathy Schultz Kempf, Donna Raleigh, Connie 
Russell,  
Leader: Donna Raleigh Recorder:  Laurie Hittman  
 
1. Donna called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. at the Goat Coffee House.  
2. Everyone introduced themselves to John and Kathy. 
3. Opening Prayer by Rumi:  
Be the one when you walk in, 
Blessing shifts to the one who needs it most, 
Even if you’re not fed, 
Be bread. 
4. Prayer Requests 
Jo Ann—for God’s help in welcoming Afghanistan refugees in a wise and helpful manner  

Connie—for children safely starting school and their parents and teachers 

Donna—for people affected by earthquakes, wild fires, and hurricanes that they have courage and 
strength to get through the devastation. For her granddaughter who has some health issues.  
For a cousin whose wife died of COVID-19 
Laurie—for the world state of affairs with all of the issues and challenges facing us. For people in 
political leadership positions to make wise decisions. 
Kathy—for the physical healing of a friend’s husband who has had knee and hip replacement this 
summer  
John—prayers of gratitude for his son who thought he had prostate cancer but tests came back 
negative. 

5. Funding Request for St. John’s English Medium School, Karempudi, India 
John Kemp described how he and Kris, his deceased wife, got to know Father Anthony Bala, a 
missionary priest from India who was soliciting funds for building a shrine in India from the 
Newman Parish several years ago. Because of the kindness John and Kris extended to him 
during his time at our parish, they became close friends. After Father Bala returned to India, he 
contacted John and Kris about contributing funds for a new well, bikes, and enlarging the 
school. They generously donated to the projects and one wing of the school was dedicated in 
their honor. Later the school was closed because of asbestos issues.  
 

 During the pandemic, all schools were closed. The Indian government then requested that the 
school also become a junior trades college where students could come to learn a hands-on 
occupation. The school then grew from an elementary school through high school that included 
a college in the same building. Currently Father Bala is looking for donations of about $70,000 
to finish the school that is located in a poor and remote area. It will be newly constructed and 
fully equipped for college. The name of the school is Saint John’s English Medium School in 
Karempudi. John distributed a photo of the proposed school. John and Kathy Schulz have 
continued to make donations.  

 
John requested that our group consider adding a donation to this school as a part of the  
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2022-23 Works of Charity list. He has contacted the LaCrosse Diocese and found out this is on 
approved list for missions in foreign countries that the diocese endorses. We wondered: 1) if 
diocesan churches could be asked to contribute to the building of the school and 2) if Newman 
Parish could be a sponsor for the school. JoAnn will share information about this school building 
project at the next Parish Council meeting. 
6.   The meeting minutes from August 4, 2021 were approved as submitted. Donna will send 
out the minutes to the distribution list. 
7.   Old Business   

a) Scramble Bee—The Scrabble Bee is September 30 at the Lismore Hotel in downtown 
Eau Claire. No start time was provided. Kathie is accepting donations. 

b) Resource list on Racism and other Isms—Donna will send her latest resource list to 
the group for review. After our input, Donna would like to share it with Father Dan. 
We discussed posting the bibliography on the parish website and making copies to 
put in the rack near the front door of the church. Further ideas will be considered at 
our next meeting. 

8. New Business 
a) Afghanistan Refugee Support—The group referred to the letter that Ken Ripp 

forwarded to us from Karen Becker, Director of Marketing for Catholic Charities in 
the LaCrosse diocese. The letter requested that parishes sign up with a point of 
contact so that when volunteers, supplies, or other donations become needed, a 
call out can be made to the contact people. The diocese is anticipating the needs 
will grow and change regularly. Monetary donations will be used to get refugee 
supplies, provide service staff, and help the refugees in their transition and long-
term solutions.  
After some discussion, Connie offered to call Karen Becker and find out the 
responsibilities of the point of contact. Connie will also write a short newsletter 
article and/or announcement to be included in the bulletin and/or weekly 
announcements inviting parish members to be the point of contact.  A description 
of the responsibilities will also be included. 

b) Haiti Earthquake Support— Laurie provided highlights from the Hands Together 
website posting about the devastating earthquake that hit Haiti on August 14. The 
earthquake’s epi center was about 100 miles from Port au Prince. The Hands 
Together mission, run by Father Tom Hagen, has put together a response to meet 
the people’s needs including: fresh potable water, basic food, medical supplies, 
basic built materials, basic cookware, utensils, cooking fuel, and small cash grants 
for selected people, businesses and organizations. Donations may be made to 
Hands Together at https://www.handstogether.org/. Laurie will contact Father Dan 
about including information about making donations in the upcoming weekly 
announcements and/or bulletin.  

9. Book Discussion-What Happened to You? Chapter 1 
Some take ways:  

 Despite the myriad of circumstances into which we are born, we come into the 
world with an innate sense of wholeness  

https://www.handstogether.org/


3 
 

 Divorce affects the brain development of children. Children see divorce like death 
and the parents as one not two people 

 If someone does something negative, pause and wonder what his/her story is.  

 Anger, anxiety, and depression affects the brain. Stress impacts the brain and can 
shut down the immune system  

 Smells can trigger past events as described on pages 38-41 with Samuel and the Old 
Spice story 

 Every environment has a tone 
7. Announcements  

a. A Listening session to gather information on how Eau Claire County and City 
should invest $33 million from the American Rescue Plan will be held on 
September 9 from 6:00-8:00pm at the Pablo Center.  

 
 

The county will invest $2.8 million for rural broad band. The money is targeted at 
marginalized communities and could include such things as transit, affordable 
housing, child care, mental health services, etc. The money must be spent within 
2 years. After this time, ongoing costs of the programs must be minimal. 
Duplication of programs will be avoided. Prior signup to speak during the Zoom 
meeting is required. 

b. Newman Speakers Series-The first speaker will be Dr Erika Kidd on Loving and 
Losing: An Augustinian Meditation on October 5. JoAnn will inquire at the parish 
council meeting about whether the additional speakers have been selected. She 
will encourage a peace and justice speaker to be chosen such as Sister Judy 
Kramer who has worked with immigrants at the border.  
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c. Donna will check with Brenda Scherer about speaking to our group about 
Adverse Childhood Experience Syndrome (ACES) at an upcoming meeting. 
Brenda is the Project Director for Mental Health Matters. 

d. Jonah Annual Meeting is on Zoom, October 10 from 4:00-6:00pm. Speaker: 
Nanette Massey, "Moving Beyond White Fragility: Honest and Effective 
Conversations about Race."  

8.   Closing Prayer- Donna read “Finding Yourself” by Emily Mc Dowell  
9.   Next meeting-Wednesday, October 6 at 8am at the Goat Coffee House 

a) Connie will lead.  Donna will record.  
b) Agenda: 

i. Approval of September Meeting Minutes 
ii. Review Resource list about racism and other “Isms” 

iii. Report on Parish Council Meeting-Lou and JoAnn 
iv. Report on Afghanistan Refuge Support point of contact-Connie 
v. Book Discussion-What Happened to You? Chapters 2 and 3 

10. To Do’s:  
i. Lou and JoAnn will prepare a Parish Council report. (JoAnn will follow-up with 

Parish Council on St John’s English Medium School and a speaker on peace 
and justice as a part of the Speaker Series) 

ii. Donna will send out the “Isms” resource list for review 
iii. Connie will contact Karen Becker to get more information about the 

Afghanistan Refugee Support parish point of contact 
iv. Laurie will contact Father Dan about including an announcement regarding 

Hands Together Earthquake donations 
v. Donna will get in touch with Brenda Scherer about speaking to our group 

about ACES 
vi. Continue reading Chapter 2 and 3 in What Happened to You?-Everyone 

vii. In January, 2022, consider John Kemp’s request for funding 
 
 
 
 

 


