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Newman Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

November 12, 2019 @ 6:00 p.m. 

ERC Office Lounge 

Minutes 

 
Present: Fr. Dan Oudenhoven, Mike Vruwink (secretary), Sue O’Branovich, Justin Patchin (chairperson), 

Teresa Romportl, Ken Ripp, Kathie Schneider, Valerie Dallman, Sue Tomasi, Jared Rogers 

Newman staff present: Mary Richmond 

 

A. Opening Prayer – Justin Patchin 

 

B. Review draft of minutes from September 10, 2019 

No corrections 

 

C. Committee Reports: 

1. Family Life – Mary Richmond 

Family Life Committee did not meet since the last parish council meeting.  The main event that took 

place since the last meeting was the 50th anniversary celebration.  Attendance at the monthly student 

dinners is slightly less than last year but still a good turnout.  Many students continue to enjoy daily 

hospitality and Wednesday lunches. 

 

The Grief Group will meet and share a meal on 12-3-19. 

 

Other upcoming events include: 

-   Thanksgiving reception that will take place immediately after the Thanksgiving Mass. 

-   Advent Home Mass to welcome new members will be on 12-2-19.  Invites will be going out soon to 

include council members. 

-  Student Christmas Bowling Party for student leaders, volunteers and staff will be coming up in 

December. 

-   Finals Week Hospitality will be held for 12/16/19 – 12/20/19 

 

2. Sacred Worship – Sue O’Branovich 

Will be decorating for Advent 11/25/19.  Then decorating for Christmas 12/23/19. 

 

Getting good sign up/participation for the various ministers for weekend Masses.   

Sunday 5:30 pm Mass a bit of a challenge for readers. 

 

Father Dan is considering changing the number of Eucharistic Ministers for the 

Mass at the Sacred Heart Chapel.  He and Jared will be going up to the chapel to 

look into further.  Just in the exploring stage right now. 

 

3. Education – no report at this time 

 

4. Social Justice – Ken Ripp 

Met twice since last parish council meeting.  There are 9-11 regular members that meet monthly at 8 AM 

at The Goat coffee shop.  They discussed goals for the group. 

 

Ken Ripp attended the annual Salvation Army’s Carelink program meeting in October representing 

Newman Parish. Carelink is supported by 20+ churches in the community.  St James the Greater and 

Newman Parishes are the two local catholic churches that are part of this group.  Carelink raised $24,000 
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last year.  About half of the proceeds go to helping families with gas money to get to work.  The rest of 

the funds help families with rent, utilities, etc.  They had a speaker from JONAH at their November 

meeting talk about the affordable housing issues in Eau Claire.  Ken mentioned that the affordable 

housing speaker they had could be a speaker in the future for the Newman Speaker Series.   

 

The Social Justice group reads and discusses a book and just finished Sacred Resistance.  The book 

stressed attitude, humor and group support.  The next book will be Between the World and Me.  Ken said 

everyone is welcome to come and participate at their Wednesday meetings. 

 

D. Old Business: 

1. Newman Parish 50th Anniversary Recap – Mary Richmond 

Newman Parish celebrated its 50th anniversary with an evening of remembrance and celebration on 

Saturday, 10/19/19.  The evening began with the Saturday 5PM Mass and our Celebrant was Fr. William 

Dhein.  Father Dhein was so pleased to be back to celebrate with us and it showed in his homily.  260 

guests then attended the program and dinner that followed the Mass in the Ojibwe ballroom of UWEC 

Davies Student Center.  It was a wonderful evening of shared memories and community.  Father Dan at 

the conclusion of the evening gave a blessing followed by all singing Lead Kindly Light.  Many of the 

evenings events and pictures were recorded on video.  Those videos will be available on the parish 

website this week.  It will be placed in the Community tab on the website.  

 

In honor of our anniversary, parishioners could contribute to a collection for the Beacon House to replace 

flooring in their guest rooms and volunteer room.  The response was overwhelming which raised 

$18,490.  $11,000 was needed to replace the flooring initially identified.  The excess funds will go to 

Beacon House for other needs. 

 

2. Diocesan Annual Appeal/Works of Charity – Mary Richmond 

Both appeals have been underway for the past five weeks.  To date, for the diocesan appeal we have 

received pledges from 77 parishioners totaling $30,910 which is 56% of our goal of $55,165.  There is 

one new giver at the $350 amount that will be matched.  About 50% of parishioners usually give to the 

diocesan appeal. 

 

Donations to the works of charity appeal currently total $12,445. Donations for the past two years were 

$13,895 and $12,875, respectively. 

 

E. New Business: 

1. Newman Catholic – Teresa Romportl 

Newman Catholic meets once per month to plan events.  A big event was the recent student retreat in 

which there were about 30 students (including 5 freshman).  Other events were two encounters, bible 

studies, and other socials.  Some of the events see student participation of 30-40.  Next event is this Friday 

where the students will do a “Traveling Thanksgiving”.   They will be going to various students houses to 

celebrate Thanksgiving together as a group.  Students will be doing their annual Ginger Bread House 

contest.  The students continue their first Friday of every month helping at the Community Table.  

 

2. Building Update– Fr. Dan Oudenhoven 

Windows in the centrum are finished.  ERC is paying for this project.  Skylight in the gathering area 

broke.  New one will be $16,000.  Due to the skylight’s location and ice in the winter falling on it, it might 

be best roof the area.  Larry Tienor is looking into doing LED lights and Lucite panel(s) to create a 

simulated skylight.  This option would be much less expensive.  Larry and Father Dan will be meeting 

with the ERC Board to discuss further.  There are other roof issues that Larry is trying to get contractors to 

look at but it has been a challenge to get contractors to respond.  Larry has also replaced some of the light 

fixtures in the building which has made a significate difference in the amount of light in the building.  
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Upgraded internet is planned and hopefully completed for finals week.  Plan is for more Wi-Fi access 

points through the building to improve internet connections on mobile and computer devices. 

 

3. Relationship between some college students and some parishioners following the 10/18 FOCUS meeting – 

Fr. Dan Oudenhoven 

There was discussion around this meeting that created ill feelings between some sustaining members and 

students.  Overall thoughts during this conversation is that healing is taking place in most areas where it is 

needed.  Fr. Dan also previously addressed the issue in a letter to all sustaining members.  Fr. Dan and the 

staff are intentionally trying to offer more opportunities for interaction between sustaining members and 

college students such as Blessed Is She, the Newman Speaker Series and Encounter.  Father mentioned the 

monthly Encounter is mostly college students but sustaining members are welcome too.  Have started to 

place more focus on serving and learning together and will continue this effort in the future.  It was 

mentioned that although the FOCUS informational meeting was an unfortunate happening for our parish, 

some positive is coming from this.  Better understanding and healing are happening.  Some sustaining 

members are inviting college students for dinner. 

 

F. Other feedback/concerns – Justin Patchin 

Kathie discussed she will be working with a new guide dog in the near future and asked that some type of 

announcement be made.  The announcement will let people know the new guide dog is in training as well as 

what the etiquette is proper around guide dogs.  Kathie will be drafting something to forward to Father Dan.  

This will probably be shared in worship aides at Mass. 

 

Ken Ripp said Justice and Peace committee was asking as to occurrence of the parish newsletters.  It was 

explained in the August newsletter that they will be reduced during the church year to 3 times.  More 

information and focus will be provided by way of the new updated website.  

 

Meeting closed with prayer by Fr. Dan Oudenhoven. 

 

Minutes submitted by Mike Vruwink. 

 

 


